August 23, 1999

WRDW-TV Takes News to the Stars and Beyond

Augusta, GA---WRDW-TV, News 12 Augusta’s top-rated news organization and Georgia’s Television Station of the Year, once again leads the way in technological innovations and newsgathering.  Introducing, NEWSTAR 12, Augusta’s first and only satellite newsgathering vehicle! NEWSTAR 12 brings viewers news live from the scene from anywhere in North America to homes within the CSRA’s 25 county viewing area. 

“With live on-the-scene satellite capabilities, NEWSTAR 12 means News 12 reporters and photographers can now bring you live pictures from ANYWHERE news is happening,” says News Director Estelle Parsley.  Parsley says, “Before, live pictures could only be transmitted by microwave, with a 6 local county range at best.  News 12 is the first and only local news organization with such mobile satellite capabilities based right here in Augusta. NEWSTAR 12 will also be our MOBILE SATELLITE NEWSROOM, meaning it will be equipped with full news gathering, production and editing facilities.  This will allow our reporters and photographers to operate totally independently in the field.”

WRDW President and General Manager, John Ray said,  “This is just another example of our ongoing commitment to serve this community with the leadership that viewers have come to expect from us.  It represents one more step in our conversion to Digital technology which will very shortly revolutionalize the way people watch News 12.” NEWSTAR 12’s digital uplink sends images from anywhere in North America to satellites orbiting the earth at a distance of over 22 thousand miles and back down again to a satellite receive center at WRDW-TV.  The older microwave technology limits sending live images to “line of sight” only.

With the debut of NEWSTAR 12, WRDW-TV continues its long tradition of being Augusta’s television leader – first with 5PM local newscast, first with three microwave newsgathering vehicles, first with Live high Definition Doppler Radar, first with Closed-Captioning, first with CHOPPER 12, and first with Digital newsgathering and playback capabilities.

Newstar 12 - Another service from Augusta’s award winning news team and Georgia’s 1999 Television Station of the Year! 

WRDW-TV is owned and operated by Gray Communications, Inc. headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia.
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